Suggested points to make to your MP.

Express your concern about by the proposed listing of the whole Channa genus (also known as snakehead fish) by the EU in its Second Review of the Invasive Alien Species Regulation which will effectively stop UK fishkeepers from keeping a wide variety of this freshwater species which just cannot survive UK winters.

You might like to include something along the lines of:
This is another example of a ‘one size fits all’ approach by the EU when the evidence is not there to demonstrate this genus (other than Channa argus which is already banned from sale in the UK) would pose any risk at all.

It’s really important to tell your MP about your own experiences of keeping Channa species. Can you show from your own experience evidence around temperature ranges, particularly in relation to breeding, that show these fish could not survive in the UK even if it were ever to escape into native waterways.

We would also suggest you ask your MP:

to raise your concerns about this proposed listing with Defra and ask what representations Defra has made to the EU’s risk analysis consultation on this genus. 

And

Why is the UK Government continuing to implement these meaningless bans as we exit the EU?


